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French ingenuity is rooted in 
creativity and innovation. 
For centuries, our thinkers, 
writers, artists, researchers and 
scientists have worked to uplift 

and better humanity, to help the world make 
progress and live in freedom, to spread 
ideas and forward-thinking ideals. From 
Molière to Matisse, from Nicolas-Joseph 
Cugnot to Luc Montagnier, the French 
have shared their country’s greatest, most 
universal achievements with the world. 
Today, new generations are taking up 
the baton and carrying on this tradition 
of creative genius that forms part of our 
national identity.

Thousands of French SMEs and start-
ups are at the forefront of technological 
innovation, working daily to invent the 
products, services and solutions that will 
shape the future. 

T h e s e  i n n o v a t o r s  c o n t i n u e  t o 
make France a hotbed of innovation  

and to export this national treasure 
worldwide. International observers are 
spot on in their assessment of France as the 
world leader in creativity. 

CREATIVITY: 
A QUINTESSENTIALLY 

FRENCH TRAIT
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Th e  y e a r  2 0 1 5 
ended in tragedy 
in France, but it 
also concluded 
on a hopeful note. 

The tragedy was the dreadful 
terror attack in November, of 
a scale never seen before in 
our country. The hopeful note  
was the Paris agreement on 
global warming.

The November attack was 

unfortunately not the only one, 
it was preceded by others, in 
Paris in January, in particular 
against a newspaper whose 
only mistake was not to take 
itself seriously. It was followed 
by others, just as murderous, 
in Brussels, in Istanbul, in 
Bagdad or in Bamako. This 
reminds us that the fight 
against terrorism is far from 
over. This reminds us also 

that freedom of expression, 
freedom of belief, all our 
freedoms are still at stake. 
The fall of the Bastille prison, 
which we are celebrating 
today, was then, at the dawn 
of the French Revolution, a 
symbol of the fight against 
obscurantism and intolerance. 
More than ever, this fight is 
still relevant. 

The agreement on climate 
change, signed in Paris on 12 
December last year, is however 
a hopeful note.  In the history 
of the United Nations, it had 
never been possible to bring 
together, on the same day, 170 
countries to sign an agreement.

However, nothing could 
be taken for granted. Up 
until the last minute, we had 
to overcome doubts and go 
beyond our national interests:  
as the President of the French 
Republic said, “we had to 
be able, together, to further 
an ambition for mankind, 
for future generations. Be 
ready to commit ourselves 
to an agreement that could 
be ambit ious,  universal , 
binding, and that commits 
us all to reducing the rise  
i n  t empe ra tu r e s  i n  t he  
coming years”.

It is now necessary that 
statements are matched with 
real action. Urgency has not 
disappeared on December 12. 
The past few months have 
been the warmest in the last 
100 years. Everyone talked 
about the appalling floods in 
Sri Lanka a few weeks ago 
or the devastating cyclone in 
Fiji, precisely at the time of 
the Paris Agreement signing 
ceremony in New York.

Beyond this agreement 
between 170 countries, a 
number of initiatives have 
been launched in Paris on 
December 12,  that  have 
taken shape in recent weeks: 
10.000 stakeholders involved 
in the Lima-Paris Action 
Agenda; the International 
Solar Alliance, the plan to 
develop renewable energy in 
Africa, the innovation mission 
for green technologies, the 
high-level coalition to set a 
carbon price. This must be our 

main commitment today: to 
set a carbon price to reorient 
i nves tmen t  and  change  
b o t h  b u s i n e s s e s ’ a n d 
consumers’ choices.

It is necessary, finally, to 
scale up financial support 
to achieve 100 billion USD 
annually by 2020 which is 
the key element of the Paris 
Agreement; more if we can. 
For this purpose, France 
confirms that it will increase 
its annual climate financial 
commitments from 3 to 5 
billion € by 2020. 

At  the  s igning of  the 
Agreement in New York, 
the President of the French 
Repub l i c  quo ted  Dav id 
Thoreau, who reminds us that 
“no one is responsible for 
doing everything, but everyone 
has to do something”. 

The past year has also 
w i t n e s s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t 
developments in our bilateral 
relations.  President Sirisena 
was in Paris on 1 December 
to attend the Climate Change 
conference. The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Mangala 
Samaraweera, visited Paris a 
few weeks ago and held talks 
with his counterpart Jean-Marc 
Ayrault, with the Minister of 
Foreign Trade Mathias Fekl, 

and with the Minister for 
Development André Vallini. 

The  French  Min is te r s 
expressed our full support 
for the courageous policy of 
openness and reconciliation 
pursued by the Sri Lankan 
a u t h o r i t i e s  s i n c e  t h e 
presidential elections in 2015. 
We decided to strengthen our 
cooperation in many fields, 
with agreements on cultural 
heritage, teaching of French 
language and development. 
Contracts in the field of water, 
in Matale and Colombo, were 

signed with two of our largest 
companies, Suez and Veolia. 
The French Development 
Agency (AFD), our main 
operator for development aid 
in Sri Lanka, signed a major 
contract in the field of water 
for the city of Negombo, and 
is working on another loan 
agreement for the development 
of Anuradhapura city.

This special issue delves 
into each of these themes and 
touches on others, traditional 
in our bilateral cooperation 
and still important today, such 
as Studies in France and what 
French companies can bring 
to Sri Lanka. I encourage you 
to discover all of this in this 
annual press piece.

Message from H.E. Mr Jean-Marin SCHUH, 
Ambassador of France to Sri Lanka and the Maldives

Jean-Marin Schuh 
Ambassador of France to Sri Lanka and the Maldives

François Hollande 
President of the French Republic

Jean-Marc Ayrault 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development
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French Development 
Agency (AFD) is 
the main French 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
that  provides a 

major part of the Official 
Development  Assis tance 
on behalf of the French 
Government. Like all French 
public players, AFD should 
redirect its activity as a result 
of the commitments made by 
President François Hollande 
at the Conference on Climate 
Change (COP 21) held in 
Paris in December 2015. The 
objectives assigned to AFD 
are even more ambitious, 
with a rise in annual loan 
commitments from 8.5 billion 
EUR in 2015 to EUR 12.5 
billion in 2020; above 4 billion 
EUR should be allocated for 
projects with mitigation or 
adaptation effects on Climate 
Change. To achieve these 
objectives, French Government 
has foreseen to increase AFD’s 
own equity, to support closer 
ties with a large public bank 
named as CDC (for Deposits 
and Consignments Fund) and 
it has also decided to expand 
AFD’s fields of intervention.

In fast growth countries 
such as Sri Lanka, AFD has a 
mandate to support any effort 

to promote a greener and more 
socially inclusive economy. 
Any public renewable energy 
project, any large collective 
network project or any new 
program in a deprived area 
could be eligible to AFD 
funding. For large private 
projects, Proparco -which is 
the subsidiary in charge of 
local private companies and 
banks- has many innovative 
financing solutions to propose. 
Henceforth, AFD can also 
f inance new projects  to 
improve governance provide 
sector budget support to well-
organized countries seeking to 
improve their administration, 
or it can finance new social 
providence and health schemes.

I n  S r i  L a n k a ,  A F D 
intervened in the aftermath of 
the 2004 Tsunami to finance 

reconstruction in the Eastern 
Province. From 2011 onwards, 
the French Government has 
instructed the AFD to pursue 
its activities in Sri Lanka and 
to fund new projects in the 
following sectors:
n In the drinking water sector, 

AFD focuses on treatment 
plants and urban network, 
seeking to provide solutions 
with high value content 
in areas where density is 
high, or enabling the final 
customer (NWSDB) to 
improve its operations and 
its financials. For example, 
AFD is financing a project 
to reduce water losses in the 
bulk water transport from 
Ambatale to Colombo, as 
well as the rehabilitation of 
the treatment plant pumping 
system; i t  wi l l  a l low 

substantial power gains.
n  In sanitation, the ambition 

of AFD is to strengthen 
the skills of NWSDB in 
planning,  construction 
and in the operation of 
new collective networks 
inclusive of wastewater 
treatment solutions. In this 
respect, a subsidy from 
the European Union (5.7 
M.EUR) has been delegated 
to AFD for institutional 
diagnosis in urban sanitation 
and to develop local skills. 
A loan of 76 Million Euros 
(rightly called SHIFT) 
has been signed in Paris 
on June 1, 2016; it should 
allow funding of a collective 
network in Negombo while 
then planning infrastructures 
in Galle, Kelaniya and 
Peliyagoda.

n  In the Power sector, AFD 
f i r s t  f u n d e d  s e v e r a l 
substations, to connect 
new hydropower units to 
the grid (in other words to 
promote renewable energy) 
and to reduce technical 
losses on the high voltage 
t ransmiss ion network. 
Eventually, other renewable 
energy or  smar t  gr id 
programs could be funded.

n  More recently in urban 

development, AFD wants 
to promote an embedded 
approach that combines 
several components to 
be built and developed in 
parallel; first project in 
Anuradhapura was approved 
in December 2015 and 
the loan should be signed 
soon. AFD aims to support 
precautionary measures 
against flooding, to improve 
mobility and also to enhance 
the unique heritage value 
of the sacred site and to 
promote tourism.

Other areas could be funded 
in the near future as long as 
AFD can bring value in those 
new sectors; in irrigation 
systems, we look forward 
to finance “integrated water 
r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t ” 
schemes while helping to 
better anticipate floods and to 
increase agricultural crops in 
poorly covered areas.

A l l  new  ac t i ons  and 
prospects were discussed with 
the Sri Lankan authorities at 
the third annual consultation 
meetings, which took place 
in Colombo on June 8, 2016. 
AFD wants to be a top partner 
to support the development of 
a low carbon and sustainable 
economy in Sri Lanka.

French cooperation in Sri Lanka: 
AFD at a turning point

AFD funded Sanitation and Hygiene Initiatve for Towns (SHIFT) 
project co-signed by Ambassador of France on 8 June  2016. 
Present: State Secretary Mr Shantha Bandara, MNPEA, Mr Pascal 
Pacaut, AFD- Director, Asia Development

France is always a good idea: here’s 
10 reasons to plan your next travel- 
holiday travel, business or incentive trip 
- in France!
n NUMBER 1 TOURIST 
DESTINATION IN THE WORLD

According to UNWTO 2015 figures, 
France receives the highest number of 
tourists in the world.

n EASY ACCESSIBILITY  
Home to 11 international airports and 
ideally located in Europe, France is well-
connected to the world.
n BIENVENUE A PARIS CHARLES 
DE GAULLE

Efforts out in Aéroport de Paris make 
your airport experience fairly simple and 
truly welcoming !
n A KALEIDOSCOPE OF 
LANDSCAPES 

From quaint villages that embody 
the true essence of France’s way of life, 
to coastlines that stretch across miles, 
vineyards and majestic mountains, 
France spoils you for choice and 
pampers you with its hospitality.
n UNIQUE VENUES

Choose from 41 UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, more than 40,000 castles, 
abbeys, manors, churches and 8,000 

museums that the country is home to.
n DELECTABLE GASTRONOMIC 
EXPERIENCES 

« Gastronomic Meal of the French » 
has the honour of being added to 
the UNESCO Intangible Heritage of 
Humanity List since November 2010. 
This says it all !
n SAFETY 

To enhance safety measures, the 

Government of France maintains a 
threat rating system known locally as 
« Vigipirate » .
n A SUSTAINABLE COMMITMENT

France’s destination and event 
management professionals are actively 
involved in integrating a sustainable 
approach.
n PROFESSIONAL FRENCH 
EXPERTISE

France offers its visitors or clients 
a network of dedicated and talented 
professionals for the organisation of 
world-renowned events and activities 
in the fields of Business, Culture, 
Entertainment, Recreation, Sports ...
n FLEXIBLE France

Eager to augment its number of 
leisure or business travelers, France 
offers you customized solutions! 

10 GOOD REASONS TO VISIT FRANCE! 
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W
ith a total bilateral 
trade between 
France and Sri Lanka 
amounting to $US 1.2 
billion, 2015 has been 

an exceptional year for trade between 
our two countries, with an outstanding 
year-to-year increase of 76% and an 
historic French bilateral trade surplus. 
Part of the explanation comes from 
the delivery of three Airbus A330-300 
to SriLankan Airlines. While France 
currently stands in the top 10 of Sri 
Lankan suppliers, Sri Lanka remains at 
the 68th position as importers to France. 
The lifting of the EU fisheries ban and Sri 
Lanka’s current GSP+ application will 
without any doubt strengthen the trade 
relations between both our countries in 
the near future. 

The economic ties between Sri 
Lanka and France are not only based on 
export of goods, but our countries have 
also enjoyed time-tested partnerships 
through direct investments and of 
development projects. Major French 
companies such as CMA-CGM, Vinci, 

Safran, Thales, Bureau Veritas, Société 
du Canal de Provence, Noyon Lanka 
have established their presence in 
the country to be stakeholders in 
Sri Lanka’s economic development 
process. There has been a revival in 
our bilateral cooperation since the 
beginning of the year, with a substantial 
increase in French companies’ activity 
and presence in Sri Lanka, mainly 
through the achievement of several 
significant new contracts. Total 
Exploration & Production has been 
established in Sri Lanka with the 

signing of an agreement to carry out a 
joint study with the Government of Sri 
Lanka to explore two ultra-deep water 
blocks off the East Coast of Sri Lanka 
(total area of 65 000 km2). Veolia 
Group has been awarded a contract 
for the construction of a water supply 
network and treatment plants in the 
Greater Matale to provide purified 
pipe borne water to over 350,000 
individuals. Suez Group has also been 
chosen for designing and building the 
extension to the drinking water plant of 
Kelaniya Right Bank which, by doubling 

the current capacity of the site, will 
provide access to drinking water to the 
population of the north-eastern area of 
Colombo and its surroundings. Last 
but not least, Renault, one of the 
fastest growing automotive brands 
worldwide, has inaugurated its first 
distributorship in Sri Lanka and 
launched two of the flagship vehicles 
in its range – the Kwid and the 
Duster – at the end of May 2016. 

On the occasion of his official 
visit to Paris from 1st to 3rd June 
2016, Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mangala Samaraweera, met a large 
delegation of French entrepreneurs 
in multiple sectors in addressing 
the MEDEF International (French 
Entrepreneurs Association), he 
presented the commercial and 
investment opportunities available in 
Sri Lanka. Many of the giant French 
conglomerates expressed a keen 
interest to bring their solid contribution 
to the development of better urban 
services and infrastructures. In that 
regard, there is no doubt that Sri 

Lanka and France will strengthen 
their economic relationship and 
cooperation in the near future. France 
being a key tourist destination in the 
world, French expertise in the field 
of tourism and the enhancement of 
cultural heritage could help Sri Lanka 
meet the fast growing needs in the 
tourism and hospitality industries. 
The French know-how in Smart 
Cities is playing an essential role in 
the transformation of cities towards 
a better urban living experience in all 
sectors of sustainable and intelligent 
city - urban transportation, renewable 
energies & electricity, water and 
waste management, urban planning 
and development, city lighting 
and street furniture, information 
& communication technologies, 
construction. French companies 
could indeed contribute to major 
projects such as the Megapolis and 
Western Region Development Plan, 
a step in the right direction for a 
strengthened presence of French 
investments in Sri Lanka. 

The revival of Sri Lanka-France strategic partnership: 
new achievements and excellent prospects.

Meeting held in Paris with French companies on 1st June 2016 
(credit: MEDEF International)
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I
n 2016 the Embassy of France 
to Sri Lanka and the Maldives, 
in partnership with the Alliance 
Française network, celebrate 
Franco-Sri Lankan cultural and 

scientific cooperation with a variety 
of events and festivals!

Since its first edition in 2012, the 
French Spring Festival has become 
a famous annual event in various 
venues throughout Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives. Every year, this 
cultural festival offers a variety of 
multidisciplinary events, bringing 
together Sri Lankan and French 
artists.

In 2016, our cultural programme 
explored the multiples facets of 
heritage through sciences and 
art exhibitions. A multiplicity of 
events presented during the French 
Spring Festival, such as “Versailles 
Onirique” photography exhibition, 
the Couture exhibition at the Lanka 
Institute of Fashion Technology or 
our series of Focus on “Heritage 
and Sustainability”, highlighted the 
value of our History while paying 
a special attention to the theme 
of heritage, management and 
conservation. Visual artists and 
performers, Vickie Frémont, Marie 
Caroline Senlis and Marko93, the 
music band Gala Swing Quartet, 
and the internationally acclaimed 
writer David Foenkinos, presented, 
over the course of June and July, a 
glimpse at French contemporary 
cultural trends and engaged in an 
artistic cooperation with the Sri-
Lankan art scene. 

Offering a platform for artistic 
dialog and a common stage for 
building up collaborations between 
different cultures, all the artists 
invited and events organized during 
the French Spring Festival aim at 

strengthening cohesion around 
shared values and history – in other 
worlds, around a common heritage 
-  at a crucial time in Sri Lanka’s 
modern days. 

All these cultural initiatives 
benefit from the support of the 
State Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
Wayamba Development &Cultural 
Affairs of Sri Lanka, the Galle 
Face Hotel -official hotel partner, 
Airbus Group, Total Group, and 
the dedicated help of a group of 
dynamic Sri Lankan and French 
companies. The Embassy of  
France to Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives would like to warmly 
thank all its sponsors.

FRENCH 
CULTURAL 
RENDEZ-
VOUS 2016

For further information:  
www.ambafrance-lk.org & 
www.alliancefrancaise.lk
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B
uilding on last year’s 
COP21 in Paris and 
France’s presidency of the 
Conference of the Parties 
on Climate Change until 

the end of this year, the Embassy 
of France to Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives has chosen to focus, for 
its 2016 cultural and scientific 
programme, on Sri Lanka Heritage 
and its value for the country’s 
sustainable economic development. 

All year long, a series of three 
conferences FOCUS tackle 
the subject of “Heritage and 
Sustainability”, and gather experts 
from France and Sri Lanka for 
them to discuss and share their 
experience for the promotion  
of a preserved heritage for 
economic development. 

The first two FOCUS, which 
were held at the Galle Face Hotel in 
March and June 2016, addressed 
the topics of Cultural Heritage 
management and Natural heritage 

preservation. On theses occasions, 
economic players, representatives 
from the civil society and public 
services shared their points of view 
on those issues, and discussed 
operational tools and good 
practices in the field of Heritage 
conservation in Sri Lanka. 

Showcasing successful 
examples of scientific 
cooperation, these events form 
the framework to raise awareness 
on the importance of cultural and 
environmental management and 
of sustainable development, at a 
particularly decisive time when 
Sri Lanka is engaging in intense 
economic development and 

positioning itself as the upcoming 
tourist destination. Heritage’s 
protection and promotion are 
equally beneficial, for economic 
growth, and for the emergence of 
a united, vibrant society, valuing 
a national heritage that can be 
passed on to the next generations. 

Besides, with Sri Lanka entering 
a new chapter of its modern days, 
we believe that cohesion can be 
built around a common, valued 
heritage, made of shared values 
and history, making of Heritage, 
not only a catalyst for tourism and 
economic development, but for the 
reconciliation process engaged and 
the stability in the country. 

FOCUS “Heritage 
and Sustainability”
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