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French National Day
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Since 2004, it has provided 65 M EUR through soft loans 
and 1.5 M EUR through grants for drinking water plant, rural 
bridges, hospitals, mapping, agriculture notably.

In 2018, France will provide a soft  loan of 13.9 M EUR to 
equip mini dairies and collecting centers across the country 
and a 0.9 M EUR grant to study a multimodal transport hub 
in Colombo.

The French Agency for Development (AFD) provides 
Official Development Assistance of France and is a key 
partner of Sri Lanka to promote green and inclusive 
growth.  With a current portfolio of about half a billion 
euros, AFD is the 3rd bilateral Official Development 
Assistance Donor to Sri Lanka.

KEY FACTS ABOUT FRANCE
FRANCE IS COMMITTED 

TO SUPPORT  
SRI LANKA’S 

DEVELOPMENT

FRANCE AND SRI LANKA JOIN HANDS

The Embassy of France in 
Sri Lanka and the Maldives 
organizes annual FOCUS events, 
aiming at sharing good practices 
and inspiring cooperation 
between France and Sri Lanka.

This year, the FOCUS was 
dedicated to the protection 
of the oceans and the Blue 
Economy in Sri Lanka. 

On this occasion, a bilateral 
Declaration of Intent between 
Sri  Lanka and France to 
susta inably  manage the 
ocean was signed. Several 
Sri-Lankan private companies 
also committed to support a 

conservation project in the 
region between Vaccarai and 
Batticaloa, specially drafted for 
the occasion. Thus, Sri Lanka 

agreed to join the International 
Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI), 
an international organization 
dedicated to the protection 

of Coral Reefs throughout the 
world.

D u r i n g  t h e  S e m i n a r, 
alongside the Ambassador 
of France, Professor Mohan 
Munasinghe, Vice-Chair of 
the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
and co- laureate  of  the 
Nobel Prize, described the 
current challenges related to 
climate change and ocean’s 
protection. Mr. Dilhan C. 
Fe r n a n d o,  C h a i r m a n  o f 
Biodiversity Sri Lanka and 
CEO of Dilmah, explained 
the social responsibilities of 

private companies towards 
environment conservation.
Mrs. Karine Pothin, Director of 
the Marine Wildlife Sanctuary 
of La Réunion (French territory 
in the Indian Ocean) presented 
good practices examples to 
implement and manage a 
marine conservation area.

The Seminar was organized 
on May 17th, in partnership with 
Biodiversity Sri Lanka, MIND, 
IUCN, the French Development 
Agency, the Bandaranaike 
Centre for International Studies 
and the Alliance Française de 
Kotte in Colombo.
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Sri Lanka, then known 
a s  C ey l o n ,  h a s  j u st 
celebrated 70 years of 
independence. In fact, 
2018 marks also the 
seventieth anniversary 
of  the establ ishment 
of diplomatic relations 
between France  and 
S r i  L a n k a  a n d  t h e 
a p p o i nt m e nt  o f  t h e 
f i rs t  A m b a s s a d o r  to 
Colombo, who presented 
his credentials at the 
Governors  Palace on 
December 16, 1948.

The first Ambassador, “French 
Envoy extraordinary and Minister 
p lenipotent iary ”  in  d ip lomat ic 
parlance, commended then “with 
attention and sympathy the wisdom 
exercised by the Sri Lankans in 
the practice of their democratic 
institutions, result of a long and 
careful evolution, culmination of a 
glorious history whose beginnings 
date back to ancient times”. Seventy 
years later, I would like to pay tribute 
to the democratic spirit, the respect 
for Human rights and civil liberties, 
the implementation of the principles 
of  good governance,  and  the 
reconciliation efforts undertaken by 
the Sri Lankan authorities. 

What better way to celebrate this 
anniversary than focusing on cultural 
exchanges between our two countries? 
It is the objective of the French Spring 
Festival 2018 and this year, we have 
pulled out all the stops. Our aim was 
to offer some of the best in France in 
terms of modern, young and popular 
artistic productions. We also wanted 
to build up collaboration between Sri 
Lankan and French artists whether in 
dance, literature, photography, cinema 
or street art.

I would also like to insist on another 
subject on this anniversary: climate 
and environment. France has been 
very active these last years. In 2018, 
we focused on the oceans, a common 
good of Humanity, which are badly 
affected and increasingly polluted by 
millions of tons of plastics and heavy 

metals, increasingly empty, empty 
of all life, so much have we abused 
it in recent decades. Last month, 
here in Colombo, we organized a 
conference focused on the protection 
of coral reefs and mangroves, of 
which Sri Lanka is very rich. Our main 
operator in Sri Lanka, The French 
Agency for Development (AFD), 
devotes a substantial portion of its 
activities to cleaning up wastewater or 
modernizing the Sri Lankan fisheries.

Speaking at the One Planet Summit 
in Paris, President Macron said it: we 
are losing the battle against climate 
change. Paris climate agreement, 
signed two years ago, is weakened by 
decisions to withdraw from it and to 
challenge it. On the other hand, we 
are not going fast enough. While we 
have committed to make all efforts to 
limit the increase at 1.5°, we are on a 
3-3.5° pace. This is what the scientific 
community tells us. 

I will conclude by quoting President 
Macron: “those who were before 
us were lucky, they could say “we 
did not know”. And it was true. For 
twenty years, we have known and 
we know a little more every time, 
thanks to the remarkable work of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change – IPCC (…), the urgency has 
become permanent.  The challenge of 
our generation is to act more rapidly 
and to win this battle against time, 
against fatality.

MESSAGE FROM H.E. MR JEAN-MARIN SCHUH,  
AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE TO SRI LANKA AND THE MALDIVES

Jean-Yves Le Drian 
Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs

Jean-Marin Schuh 
Ambassador of France to Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives

Emmanuel Macron 
President of the Republic of France
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Why?
An education of highest quality
 French higher education is well-known for its 

excellence
 French universities are among the best in the 

world

In French or in English!
 France offers 1.200 programs taught in 

English: Engineering, Business, Arts, Fashion or 
Tourism…

 France uses the LMD diplomas (Licence, Master, 
Doctorate) system, recognised worldwide

A very affordable system
 The French government finances a large part of 

the tuition fees
 Scholarships and housing assistance are 

available for every students: French and 
International students are on an equal footing

 Foreign students can work part time to finance 
their studies

To enjoy France lifestyle
 Its culture: 40.000 monuments, 41 UNESCO 

World Heritage Sites, 8.000 museums, 2.000 
movie theatres and nearly 500 festivals

 Its diversity of landscapes: mountains, beaches, 
cities, cornfields

 Its gastronomy: croissants, macarons, baguettes

To connect with the world
 You can travel easily in the European Union 

countries with your student visa
 If you choose to learn French, you will be part 

of a community of 274 million French-speaking 
people

 By learning French, you will  be able to 
communicate in the 3rd most used language for 
business

You need more information? You can visit Campus 
France website: www.campusfrance.org or come 
visit the Campus France information corner at 
the Alliance Française de Kotte in Colombo (N°11, 
Keppetipola Mawatha, Colombo 05).

FOR YOUR STUDIES, CHOOSE FRANCE!
Did you know that France is the 4th destination in the world for international 
students? Like more than 325,000 students from all over the world, choose France  
for your higher education!
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T  he network Alliance Française 
in Sri Lanka offers high quality 
French classes, workshops 
and preparations for DELF and 

DALF official examinations.
The network Alliance Française was 

established in 1883 and nowadays, it is 
present all over the world. There are 834 
Alliances Françaises in 132 countries with 
500.000 students from all ages.

There are 5 Alliances Françaises in 
Sri Lanka belonging to this network.  
Visit the Alliance Française in Colombo 
(Alliance Française de Kotte in Colombo, 
near Police Park), Kandy, Jaffna, Matara, 
and Galle. There is one Alliance Française 
in Malé in the Maldives.

IN COLOMBO 
The Alliance Française de Kotte team is 

made up of well qualified teachers who 
specialize in teaching French as a foreign 
language. Some of them are native 
speakers, others are authors of literature 
on teaching methods, but all of them 
contribute to a recognized excellence 
in teaching. Workshops and training 
sessions are regularly organized for the 
teachers, with the support 
of French authorities, in 
order to maintain the best 
standards and methods.

The Alliance Française de 
Kotte organizes a lot of cultural 
events throughout the year: French 
artists, debates, exhibitions, wine tastings 
and French movie screenings. If you 
become a member, you can benefit from 
special rates and have the opportunity 
of borrowing French books, magazines 
and DVD’s from the recently refurnished 
library.

Alliance Française de Kotte in 
Colombo. N° 11, Keppetipola Mawatha, 
Colombo 05.

IN KANDY

The Alliance Française de Kandy is 
becoming the “cultural hotspot” in 
Kandy! Multilingual cafés, art exhibitions, 
literary evenings, film & music festivals 
are regularly organized. The AFK 
was founded in 1967 and is a French 
Language and Cultural Centre which also 
hosts a French Multimedia Library. This is 
the oldest French Language and Cultural 
Center in Kandy, preparing to all exams 
including the O-Level and A-Level.

Alliance Française de Kandy. 642, 
Peradeniya Mawatha, Kandy.

IN JAFFNA
The Alliance Française de Jaffna is 

the leading French language teaching 
center in Jaffna since 2004. 

Every year in March, the Alliance 
Française de Jaffna holds its annual 

drama workshop under 
t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n 

of Ms. Claude Le 
Roux from France, 
a f t e r  w h i c h  a 

performance is given 
by the students.  

For the past two years 
the Alliance Française de Jaffna 
received deaf students learning 
French. Special classes are conducted 
for them.  

In partnership with the British 
L ibrary  (London) ,  the Al l iance 
Française de Jaffna developed a 
unique project for preserving archives 
in the Jaffna peninsula by digitizing 
them. 

Alliance Française de Jaffna. 61, 
Kachcheri-nallur Road, Jaffna.

IN MATARA AND GALLE
The Alliance of Matara celebrates 

in 2018 its 21st anniversary and 
for the Alliance of Galle, its 11th.  
The academic team, which is composed 
of 8 teachers, participates in organizing 
the cultural activities of the center as well.

The All iance gives extramural 
classes, in collaboration with the Sri 
Lankan Ministry of Education. The 
teaching activities of French language 

and civilization enable to share our 
values, and to contribute to the 
stimulation of the diversity of cultural 
exchanges.

Alliance Française de Matara
31/4, (Gajanayake Tower)  

Akuressa Road, Nupe, Matara. 
Alliance Française Annexe de Galle

196A, Wakwella Road, Galle.

WHY LEARN FRENCH?

A language spoken all over the 
world: official language in 32 
countries - 5th most spoken 
language in the world

A great asset if you already speak 
English!

The language of culture, travel, 
diplomacy, gastronomy

 3rd most used language for 
business

 T h e  o t h e r  l a n g u a ge  fo r 
international relations

Message from the Embassy of 
France in Sri Lanka

Alliance française de Kotte, 11 Keppetipola Mawatha, Colombo 
05, is the only official French cultural center in Colombo, supported 

by the Embassy of France to teach French language. It guarantees 
diplomas recognized worldwide and works with official partners, like the 

Bandanaraike Center for International Studies (BCIS).

Other French cultural centers, using the trademark “Alliance française” 
don’t belong to official French Network. They are not authorized to 

deliver DELF and DALF certifications for French language.

Choose the best to learn French in Colombo, 
Alliance française de Kotte.

Contact Alliance française de Kotte for details : 
(011) 790 6340 / (011) 205 5255

LEARN FRENCH IN COLOMBO

STUDY 
FRENCH IN 
SRI LANKA!
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THE FRENCH ALPS: The 
French Alps are a mountain range in 
the South-East of France and are part of 

the highest mountain range system in Europe. 
The Mont-Blanc (4 087 meters) is the highest 
peak in the Alps and the highest in Western 
Europe. The Alps hold many ski resorts, such 
as Chamonix, Courchevel and Albertville. The 
incredible landscape of the mountains is the 
perfect location to practice nature sports: 
hiking, skiing and biking.

TOURISTIC WONDERS OF FRANCE

CHÂTEAU DE CHAMBORD: The Château de Chambord is the largest castle in 
the Loire Valley. The Loire Valley and its castles are part of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
The Château de Chambord was built during the French Renaissance (15th to 16th century) by 

King Francis 1st who wanted a new hunting lodge. Chambord was the perfect spot as the castle is 
surrounded by miles of forests and wild animals. Gardens “à la Française” were added around the 
castle for the nobles to take a walk.

©MariuszStrawinski

BORDEAUX: The city of Bordeaux 
and its region is known internationally 
for its red wine. But do you know that 

Bordeaux city centre includes many historic 
monuments? The Place de la Bourse is one 
example, and dates back to the 18th century. 
In front of this landmark, you can walk on the 
largest Water Mirror in the world.

©Cristian Bortes

LA RÉUNION ISLAND: La Réunion is a French island located in the Indian Ocean. The island 
offers various activities: you can relax on the beach, scuba dive to see dolphins, wales and corals, or hike in 
the center of the island to the top of a volcano, the Piton de la Fournaise. The volcano is part of the Réunion 
National Park that covers most of the center of the island, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

©manufrakass

©Heather Cowper

STRASBOURG: Strasbourg is a city of Alsace 
region, in the East of France and close to Germany. 
The city is a must-see for its gastronomy, its wine 

and its architecture; but the best time to visit Strasbourg 
is in winter, as it hosts the oldest Christmas Market of 
France every December. It is situated in “La Grande 
Ile”, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. You can 
wander among the 300 chalet stores, and you can buy 
presents, eat pretzels, drink mulled wine, buy Christmas 
decorations, or arts.

©Nicolas Vollmer

AUVERGNE:
Cha i n e  d e s 

Puys - Limagne 
fault tectonic arena 
has just been inscribed 
on the World Heritage 
List. It is an emblematic 
segment of the West 
European Rift, created 
in the aftermath of the 
formation of the Alps, 35 
million years ago.
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